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Straw Crafts Culture Modern Transmission of Jimen-Dashi Race Uesugi Snow Lantern Festival Yukihatago Illumination
in the Snow Country ° Snow Country Culture ° Okura Village Yonezawa City Nishikawa Town

BEICED3ISOXIEL 2 NRICHI 3 BEZ(LORE wEHLme EXE b resuEsEoy EXmd Y? BIREOTY 3

The *Jimen Dashi Race" is a famous competition in one of the snowiest regions of Yamagata
Prefecture with 30 years of history, starting from winter sports days at the old Hijiori

The Nishikawa Town Shizy Onsen of oid, which flourished as an inn town for pigrims to the
Thvee Mountains of Dews, is brought back to lfe using snow.

Rice cultivation in Yamagata Prefecture has flourished since antiquity, thanks to its

5) ~ “. - H The Yukihatago llkumination started with the idea of using the six meters of snow that winter
abundance of nature, water, and frtile sol. From the harvested rice plants comes much straw. clementary and middle school. ) i brings i ths region to create an event that I uniquely Nishiawa. The graceful townscape, it
Farmers of okd would make tems essental for dady ife by hand from this straw, during the  Due tothe schoof s losure in 2009, “Oh! Kura Sport” took up the mantle of hosting the The Uesugl Snow Lantern Festival, which many tourlsts visit annually, marks lts 415t up by the warm light of candies i the night, bings forth a magical atmosphere., Aside from the
Showy winter months when they were unable to work in the flelds. The ways straw can be “Jimen-Dashi Race World Cup i Hijior". starting from 2010. 2018 marks its ninth race. with anniversary this year, The Uesug) Snow Lantern Festival has bacome known as an event artistry applied to the Hatago, one can also enjoy beverages such as hot wine at a bar made of
used are various - rom clothes and sandals to baskets - and our ancestors were filled with Straw crafts culture has become more Popular than ever thanks to modern artisans. As well particpating teams increasing in number each year. Sepreotuie of winber 0¥ ooeauis; With 300 lergé show enterks and 1,000 wlier now snow and kce located Inside,
knowtedge of straw crats. 5 tools ke straw shoes and straw brooms which were once usefutfor e n the Snow The ablective of the race i to be the fastest to dig snow until you reach the ground. Using K. the v a stoxirdac by e 3t ghvw of Earcie. Shopping ciccts mid Rousde are Ths festivel has received national atention, winning awards such as the “National Furusato
For those who lie i the Snow Country,straw is not only one of the mst important Country,interior items such as omaments n the shape of animals and stars also enrich our shovels and snow 5c00ps, contestants have to dig through snow a5 high as four meters to s Gt A s Mk e g Wi ot ke . Event Awarc, “Second Yamagata Regional Developrment Landscape Award” and the 2012
materialsfor daily lfe. but also a way iives. Yol v ot biow: I may sed loe w shypia concety bt e cony:atlon cis becosie The Uesug) Snow Lantern Festival takes place every year on the second weekend of Yamagata Yuki Mual Award”.
ages. In Yamagata Prefecture, people who pass on the Snow Country’s culture and the delights of Intense. You can discover the hidden depths of this sport yourselt If you give it a go! February. Why not spend a night in the snow country, basking in a magical world amongst
ey e winter thiough arts such as straw crafts are recognized s "Yamagata Snow Culture Meistars" 3 these snow lanterns? oot omas g
- £ . e o i 4o £ LT WA RS20 80 TS A SeTamos ReATTaR.
oo RO seaouroy g cuemLane "
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